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SUBJECT: DND DIRECTOR POSITION 

REF: (A) STATE 23155; (B) GENEVA 814; (C) 77 GENEVA 1 1265; 

(D) 77 GENEVA 9138 

1 . DR. GEORGE LING, DND DIRECTOR, RETURNED TO GENEVA 
EVENING OF JANUARY 3 1 AFTER SHORT VISIT TO INTERPOL 
MEETING IN PARIS AND MEDICAL DISCUSSIONS CONCERNING NEW 
DRUG IN MUNICH. DURING CONVERSATION WITH MISSION OFFICER 
FEBRUARY 1, DR. LING STATED THAT HE HAD STILL HEARD NOTH- 
ING FROM UN PERSONNEL CONCERNING HIS EXTENSION BEYOND 
APRIL 30, THE TERMINATION DATE OF HIS CURRENT EXTENSION. 

HE SAID HE MET THE NEW GENEVA DIRECTOR GENERAL LAST WEEK, 
BUT THE SUBJECT OF HIS FURTHER EXTENSION DID NOT ARISE. 

HE SAID HE HAS BEEN "PLAYING IT COOL" AND NOT APPLYING 
THE PRESSURE WHICH HIS FRIENDS HAVE BEEN ADVISING. HE 
QUOTED MR. RUEDAS, DIRECTOR, ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL 
SERVICES, UN GENEVA, AS ADVISING HIM TO SEEK TO HAVE 
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DELEGATES AT THE NEXT CND SESSION EXPRESS THEIR SUPPORT 
FOR HIS EXTENSION TO THE DIRECTOR GENERAL. LING SAID HE 
COULD NOT DO THIS HIMSELF, BUT A FRIEND OF HIS MIGHT DO 
SO. LING ALSO QUOTED RUEDAS AS STATING THAT HE KNEW OF 
NO REASON FOR DENIAL OF AN EXTENSION BECAUSE "HE THOUGHT 
LING WAS DOING A FINE JOB". 
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2. MISSION OFFICER THEN CHATTED WITH MR. CLAUDE SIROIS, 
NARCOTICS OFFICER AT THE CANADIAN MISSION, CONCERNING 
CND PREPARATIONS AND ASKED IN PASSING WHETHER THERE WERE 
ANY DEVELOPMENTS RE LING'S EXTENSION. SIROIS REPLIED THAT 
THERE WERE NONE, THAT HE HAD TALKED TO LING LAST WEEK, 

AND THAT IT APPEARED THE SYG HAD NOT YET MADE UP HIS MIND. 

HE SAID LING UNDERTOOK TO NOTIFY HIM PROMPTLY OF ANY 
DEVELOPMENTS. 

3. AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED, (REFS B AND C), THERE HAVE 

BREN A GREAT MANY RUMORS LOCALLY ABOUT A POSSIBLE REPLACE- 
MENT FOR DR. LING, SOME TO THE EFFECT THAT SAENGER, DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR FOR OPERATIONS, WOULD MOVE UP TO THE LING 
POSITION AND THAT THE SAENGER SLOT WOULD BE FILLED BY MRS. 
WALDHEIM-NATURAL, OTHERS TO THE EFFECT THAT MR. ROSSBOR 
OUGH OF UNDRO WOULD REPLACE LING. THESE WERE REPLACED 
LAST WEEK BY THE CURRENT RUMOR. BASED ON A TELEPHONE CALL 
BY A RESPONSIBLE DND OFFICIAL TO ANOTHER HIGH OFFICIAL 
IN UN HEADQUARTERS PERSONNEL, TO THE EFFECT THAT DR. LING'S 
EXTENSION WAS ASSURED. A FREQUENT IUSTIFICATION FOR FORMER 
RUMORS IS ALLEGED UN HEADQUARTER'S BELIEF THAT LING 
TRAVELS TOO MUCH. 

4. COMMENT. MISSION BELIEVES THAT, ASIDE FROM MAINTAIN- 
ING AMITY WITH THE CANADIANS, US INTERESTS LIE IN 
DIRECTION OF PROVIDING BEST POSSIBLE LEADEGSHIP FOR 
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DIVISION. OUR OWN APPRAISAL OF LING IS CONTAINED REF D 
PARA 3. WE DO NOT KNOW WHOM THE SYG IS PROPOSING TO 
REPLACE HIM. WE WOULD CONSIDER THE SAENGER/WALDHEIM- 
NATURAL COMBINATION RUMORED ABOVE TO BE MOST UNFORTUNATE, 
HE FOR REASONS STATED REF D PARA 3, AND SHE BECAUSE WE 
DOUBT WHETHER PLACING THE SYG’S DAUGHTER IN THE DEPUTY 
POSITION WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO STRENGTHENING THE ORGANIZA- 
TIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE DIVISION. WE ALSO DOUBT HER 
SYMPATHY WITH AND UNDERSTANDING OF U.S. CONCERNS. AS FOR 
ROSSBOROUGH, MISSION NOTES ANTIPATHY TOWARDS HIM IN UN 
NARCOTICS CIRCLES BASED ON HEARSAY TO THE EFFECT THAT HE 
IS "NOT VERY GOOD". A MISSION OFFICER WHO HAS DEALT 
WITH HIM AT UNDRO, HOWEVER, DESCRIBES HIM AS A FIRM, 

EFFICIENT ADMINISTRATOR. AT ALL EVENTS. ROSSBOROUGH 
REPORTEDLY HAS NO EXPERIENCE IN THE FIELD OF INTERNATIONAL 
DRUG CONTROL. 

5. UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, MISSION WOULD SUGGEST THAT 
THE FIRST STEP WOULD BE FOR USUN TO CLARIFY WHAT THE 

SYG HAS IN MIND BY DISCREETLY CHECKING INTO THE MATTER. 

IF HE HAS AN EXCELLENT CANDIDATE, WE COULD STAY OUT OF THE 
MATTER. IF SUCH CHECKING IS NOT POSSIBLE, OR IF IT RE- 
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VEALS HE HAS A POOR CANDIDATE, U.S. COULD INFORM CANADIANS 
AND AUTHORIZE THEM TO QUOTE OUR POSITION TO THE EFFECT 
THAT, ON THE WHOLE, WE ARE SATISFIED WITH LING'S 
PERFORMANCE. 

6. MISSION HOPES DEPARTMENT CAN DISSUADE CANADIANS FROM 
EXPRESSING THEIR DISPLEASURE AT THE SYG'S REPORTED 
DECISION BY RETALIATING AGAINST UNFDAC (REF A PARA 2). 

THE FUND'S TASK REMAINS TO BE ACHIEVED WHOEVER HEADS THE 
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DIVISION, AND IT IS A TASK OF SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES TO ALL 
COUNTRIES PLAGUED BY DRUG ABUSE. END COMMENT. SORENSON 
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